Immunization Records from Outside of Ontario

Reviewing records from outside of Ontario:
· Review records and ensure they include the following information:
· Vaccine type
· Date administered
· Review records to assess whether they meet Ontario vaccine requirements.  Factors affecting validity of vaccine doses include:
·  The age at which the vaccine(s) were given Ontario requires vaccine doses and boosters at specific ages that differ from many countries regardless of the total number of doses given. For example, in some countries, the measles vaccine is given at 9 months of age but in Ontario, two valid doses of MMR are required on or after the 1st birthday, regardless of any doses given prior to this age. 
· Whether minimum intervals between vaccine doses were met. Minimal intervals between vaccine doses must be met to ensure vaccine efficacy if more than one dose is required in a series. Live virus vaccines (i.e., MMR, Varicella, OPV and YF) must also be separated by a minimal interval of 28 days to ensure efficacy.
· Review the vaccine type to ensure they are adequate. 
· For example, meningococcal conjugate vaccines are in limited use outside of Canada. In cases where a polysaccharide meningococcal vaccine is administered (e.g., Men-P-ACYW135), a meningococcal conjugate vaccine (Men-C-ACYW135) is required. In comparison to polysaccharide meningococcal vaccine, conjugate meningococcal vaccines demonstrate greater immunogenicity and induce better immunologic memory. 
· Immunizers should do their best to review international immunization records, using the resources listed below. Translation services may be useful in assisting with communication and clients may help with translation when possible. OPH does not require an official translation but if we are unable to adequately assess a record, the client may need to have their immunization record translated. If obtaining a translation is not feasible, they may initiate a catch-up immunization schedule. 
Immunization of people with inadequate immunization records:
· Always attempt to obtain the person’s immunization records. The client should attempt to locate their immunization record whenever possible by contacting previous health care providers, reviewing state or location immunization information systems and search for personally held record. 
· As per the Canadian Immunization Guide, parental recall of prior immunization, in the absence of documentation from the vaccine provider, correlates poorly with vaccines received and should not be accepted as evidence of immunization.
· Routine serologic testing to determine the immunity of children without immunization records is not routinely recommended or available for all diseases. Ottawa Public Health does not complete serologic testing – the client would need to visit their regular health care provider (e.g., family doctor or nurse practitioner) for this.
· People who report incomplete immunization or lacking adequate documentation of immunization should be considered unimmunized and started on a catch-up schedule as per the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule for Ontario. 
· People without an immunization record (or proof of immunity to a disease), are considered unimmunized and unprotected against diseases preventable through vaccination. It is safe to repeat vaccines.
· If initiating an immunization series ensure you also provide families with easy-to-follow instructions for their child’s future vaccinations, including dates and locations where the vaccinations can be administered.

Resources for reviewing records from outside of Ontario:
Quick Chart of Vaccine-Preventable Disease Terms in Multiple Languages
Foreign Language Terms – Aids to translating foreign immunization records
Vaccination Schedules – World Health Organization 
Quick Chart of Vaccine Preventable Disease Terms 
Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule for Ontario
Immunization of School Pupils Act   
Canadian Immunization Guide – Immunization of persons with inadequate immunization records

